%\ Mangroves & Wetland Swamps

Did you know?

- Coastal erosion is the loss of land due to a laadiwnovemenof
the beach or coastline.

- Mangroves are very effective in helping preventstalberosion
on coastlines that are sheltered from large waves.

- Mangroves are also very effective in protectingdl&nom the

effects of typhoons and tsunamis.
- Mangroves and swamp forests

protect the coral reef by trapping
earth washed down rivers.

- Wetland swamps help control the
flow of water during heavy rains.

How does it affect you?
By carrying out activities, such as burning or eharvesting of
mangroves at the shoreline or draining swamp foyest may:

- Lose more land due to coastal erosion.

- Increase the risk of damage from storms & typhdoredjacent
land and property.

- Affect fish and marine life that depend on the nrangs and
coral reef which are an important source of food imeome on

Kosrae.
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What can you do?

» HELP — by not cutting mangroves within 100 feethod t
seaward edge.

» HELP — by not clearing large areas of land on s&iepes

» HELP - by not affecting drainage patterns throughasagrove
or wetland swamp when building farm roads or rexiag land.

» HELP - by not changing
mangrove channel and
swamp outlets at the
shoreline.

» HELP — by not disposing of
chemicals and oil in
mangrove areas.

» HELP — by building septic
tanks or pig pens at least 50
feet from swamp or
mangrove areas.

Where to get more
Information

| To get more information on
mangroves and coastal erosion,
contact the Development Review
Commission on 370 2076 or comeg
into the office in Tofol.

There are also a number of other
factsheets on coastal issues. Con
the DRC for more information
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